4 ince the demise of BikeE, Sun has

world’s largest selling recumbent bi-
cycle manufacturer. Sun has an aggressive
plan to introduce several new models over
the next few years, The BEZ Tandem has been
in the works for years. In fact, 1 can recall
riding a similar prototype years ago at the
Basy Racers [actory in Watsonvilie, Califor-
nia. The new BZ tandem is a recreational
double that has an affordable price and is
high in value,

The Sun 1andent is a welcome addition to
the world of recumbency. It's far more af-
fordable than any other recumbent {andem
and it’s more user-fricndly and should be
readily available at more dealers.

Systems
Frame: The EZ Tandem CX's frame and fork
are TIG welded CroMo. Both are made in
Taiwan for Sun/J&B under license from Easy
Racers (designers), We found the birild qual-
ity to be finc, on & par with the EZ Sport.
Steering: The Tandem has EZ Sport style
alumintm OSS “chopper” bars connected to
aquill stem. The head tube angle is a bit more
upright than the Tour Easy or Gold Rush,
anel the handling isi't quite as sweél.
Finish; The CX comes in gold powdes-
coat. The aluminum AX comes in silver. .
Weight: The EZ Tandem specs say if’s
supposed to weigh 5% pounds. We put it on

lightweight, that’s for sure: Add racks and
fenders and it gets worse. However, it's still
lighter than a'p_air of BZ or Tour Easy singles.

Drivetrain

Components: While the bike i is (!cx;gncd as

an entry level recreational tandem, the com-

ponents arc better than expected, ll;ghhghts
' usc,iucfe '

@ D{:urc rear deraitleur

# American Classic hubs .
® Sun Rims

® Tektro disc brakes

The most expensive component on a tan-
cdemn is the crankset with cross-over. On the
HZ Tandem CX, iU's a generic alfoy 30/42/
52 tandem crankset 170 mm crank arms, I
these are short for you, as they were for me,
you're out of tuck. The derailleurs are a
Shimano FID 443 {roat and Deore rear,

quickly taken the lead position as the
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The 2004 Sun EZ Tandem CX

our scale, which is what it weighed. I’s no-

-For Against

1. Affordable 1. Long

2. Better than expected 2. Heavy

3. Durable - 3. Rattiing seat paris

4. No drag brake
5. SRAM Verio shifters

4. Decent componentry .
5. EZtoride

‘Why Buy This Bike
‘This is clearly the best buy in tandem recumbency — by a long shot. it’s a
_ggod’uitilitarian ride, despite a few minhor production gliiches.

' Conﬁ‘tact_
~Sun Recumbents
Web: w_ww,suﬂbicycies,com

“Colore: Gold .-~

m.and lycra Govered weod
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shifted by SRAM Verio twists with that silty
litle dial indicator, These shifters look 2 bit
cheesy, but have worked fine o several of our
test bikes. The rear cassetee is a Shimano {1-
34 -speed.

- Chain management: The CX’s system is
much like that of a conventional tandem, FThe
chains may be a bit longer, but at this length,
who’s comnting links, right? The one addition
is a rear skate wheel styke idler which was
trouble free. :

Braking: The tandem comes with Shimano
Deore disc brakes controfted by Tektro fevers.
While the braking was fine for our recreational
use, having descended rocky monntain passes,
I prefer a 3 brake for serions mbimtain riding.
Unfortonately, & midem drag brake cannot be
added to the BZ Tandem.

* Wheels and Tires: The wheels are bc{[c:'
than you'd expect on an eniry. Jevel tandem.
The hubs are American Classic dise brake hubs
(front dand rear). The rear wheel is a faisdent 48
spoke, the front is a 36 spoke. Rims are Sun
SE-1 Singletracks. Our wheels were com-
pletely trouble free. '

The BZ Tandem comes outfitted ‘with Kenda
Kwest 1.5 100 psi tires — a pufcct choice for
this doubic rccumbcnt \

_Comfort

Seat: The BEZ Tandem is oufitted with a pair
of Sun’s aluminum’ tram_ed Cool Back seats.
The stoker seat has an under-seat handichar
{with b'ur ends), Thc scat back is ai adjustable
mesh (straps}) that is very comfortable The

base is notas cofmforiable as an Easy Racers

seat. Foam sits on'top of a wood base {updated
for '037). Heavier riders may find this isi’t as
c@mfort’tblc as t!lc Pasy Racers ,seat for tong
rides’” ]

The seats inde on top of the framé’s rectan-
gular top tube and cach have dual quick re-
leases uniderneathi. The caprain seat has a solo
rear seat support, and the stoker is a double (a
ta BZ Sport) Both are ad;usted with qurck Te-
lease pins.

“One criticism we have about ali of the Sun
EZ bikes is that the scats are Hoisy due to rai-
tling padrts. A patient owner or knowledgable
dealer should be able to solve these rattles with
some washers, rubber spacers andfor tape. -

-Riding Position: The EZ Tandem’s riding
position is about as user friendly and “EZ” as
it could be. The upright seats and low BB’s
will have most anyone feeliig rjgin at home
on this tandem. It’s about the same riding po-
sition as an BZ-1 or EZ .Sport '

Ride and Handling

The IiZ Tandem is more a double EZ onrt
than it is a double Tour Lasy. The bike néeds
to be taller to fit the stoker pedals under the
seat. The steering geometry isn’t as fuid or
graceful as a Tour Basy, but it feels good-and 1
believe it’s about as good as it can be. My ref-

erence fm this ¢comment is riding. previous
Easy Racer tandem profotypes;

The BZ Tandem is stable and predictable (6
ride, and tracks well, again, more like an B7
Spott than a Tour Easy. Once you get accus-
tomed to the length of the bike, you need to
develop a good communication with your
stoker (this is a must). } Maneuverability can
be difficult. However, you just need more ropm
to turn itaround. On o narrow street, we had

to- ge ‘to the intersection to take a big wide

%wcep to turn it around.

Pgrﬁ)rmnnu, Fiat fand pufonmnec wasn't
as fast as our Tour Easy fest-bike, The bike
isn't as acrodynamic. However, you've got two
timnes the power. We were impressed by our
flat tand and downhitl petformance.

CEunbmg Tandems are slow climbing and
the EZ Tandem's 59 pounds and 9.5 foot length

. complicate this even more. I rode all of my

usual recumbént routes and never pushed up a
hill: My kids (the stokers) said it 'was easier
than fiding their mountain bikes. I do feel the
gearing (22-118 gear inches) isn’t low énough
for serious mountain climbing, however. This
tandem cobld use a lower low gear,

Ownmg

Utitity: This is a long bike, Any and all tan-
dems are difficult to turn due 1o the additional
rider and weight. The low bottom brackets
(BBs} help to make this one-user-friendly, but
i’s'still 9.5 feet long; Carrying the tandem on
your car will be difficult unless you opt for
ATOC’s new TT EZT rack tray designed o

haul this big bike (www #tog.com).

Options & aecessories: Sun offers a rear
rack, @ stoker under-seat pannicr rack, a reat
scat basket, the FZ Messenger bag that will fit
the stoker seat back, a fender set and a small
Fedge fairing (small; comes down to the top of

-Amy & Damei Bryanr resr out the EZ Sport tandem

the head tube). I'm suie a Super Zzipper could
be adapted as well,

Market Competition

Comparison: There is teally no dircct com-
petition for the BZ Tandem. The only other
cotnpetitor was the BikeE. If you don’t want
& LWB tandem, you can step up to the RANS
Screamier Sport or Barcroft Columbia. The
Columbia is the more user-friendly of the two,

.and weighs 13 pounds less than the EZ Tan-
- dem! There may be other tandems available,

but they will take more detective work to track
down and purchase, i

The EZ Tandem offers vatue hke no other
we've scen. Used BZ Tandems can be found
in'the $1,500 range and we've seen soime on
cBay as well. Just keep in mind that shipping

“can be costly. We shipped ours down from

Washington to California for $100. We had
other guotes as high as $250. Also, assembly
can be time consuming, and it conld cost $100
or 50 to get it assembled.

A sccond model aluminum EZ Tandem
“AX" is due out in 2004 ($2,695). The AX is
equippéd with Vision IPS (independent ped-
aling for-captain and stoker), has SRAM X .9
deraillcars and shifters, Avid disc brakes,
Speed Lever handles and weighs 6 pounds less
at 53 pounds.,

Verdict

While the Sun tandem is a medium quality
grade recumbent, it's quite impressive for the
price point. Any critictsms we have can be
quickly argied away by the bargain price.
Minor nit-picks like the rattling scat parts can
be corrected by owners and dealers, Overall,
the details of the Sun recumbents are noron a

Confinued on page 28
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The Bicycle Spokesman - Toronio apd
surroutiding Area. We are offering a mobhile
Sales and Service operation for all your
recumbent needs. Easy Racers, Rans, Sun,
Burley,  905-737-4343 or 1-§77-426-2368

LaBent by Lallue

Recumbent plans & Kits P
Trike plans & web (mesh) seat plans
SASE for prices & info to.

1607 8 847, Lincoln, NE 63506,

Or visit our website at: www.radiks.net/~ladue/

Email: spokes@nobelmed.cem
www.bikeroute.com/bicyclespokesman

www.ice hpv.co.uk

fs convanlently fosated in the Heart of New Jersoyl

Hand buitt in
the UK

JERSEY "BENTS" LLG
Economy Bieycle Shop
31 George Dye Hoad
Hamilton Square, New Jersey 08690
609-586-0150

www, lerseybents com
Phone/Fax 609-259-1404-
Bacchetta » RANS » Vision » Quatzal « Haluzak

NorthEast Hecumbents

Easy Racers - Vision - Lightning
Greenspeed - HP Velo - RANS & more

Quik-Pak Bicycle Trailers
Lightweight - 20" wheels oo
A serious touring trailer
wrqti @netzero.com
www.guik-pak.com
Tel. 719-269-7535

For test rides & showroom
CALL Tel. & Fax: 973-239-8968
4 Wayland Drive, Ver_ona, NJ 07044

11198 70th Ave North-
" Seminole, FL 33772
?27‘319‘2453_'__(31&(5}

4300 Sfyu_gr“e ,quzas;;pwmom”'
Located On.The Pineflas Trail.
Cortified Mechanics On Staff

| These steel pedal extenders move your pedals out 20 mim from the
i crankarms increasing the “Q Factor” and improve cycling biornechanics,

B especially in recumbant cyclists. They also allow a more toed out position in
| those with a toes out/heels in gait partern. As a resuli, foot, ankle, hip and

i most commonly knce pain is eliminated. Visit your local recumbant dealer

I for more information, or our website:

www.bikescor.com
(BOO) 548-4447 or e-mail Bikelce(@aol.com
SCOR Productions ¢ 12300 E Washington Blvd, Suite W ¢ Whittier » CA « 90606
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par with the $3 300-$5 000 tandems, which is
as it should be. If you need a tandem for an
epic tour, have one built for you. The EZ Tan-
dem CX is the tandem “for the rest of us.” And
it will get just as much attention as any other
recumbent tandem no matter the cost.

Availability is quite good, perhaps too good.
J&B Importers ships from several warchouses
around the USA to your focal dealer, Nearly
any bicycle dealer can sell Sun Recumbents
(they are listed in the J&B hnporters whole-
sale parts catalog). Sun bikes have previously
been discounted on the Internet (cBay). Sun
recently announced that the warranty of any
“mail ordered” recumbent that is not sct up by
a bicycle dealer will be void.

Sun doesn’t act like a recambent manufac-
tarer as we've come (o expect, There is really
nobody to call with guestions, or to be con-
vihced to buy one — ather than your local selt-
ing dealer. This could be good if you have a
knowledgable recumbent dealer. If not, you
might get the shrug of the shoulders, and be
asked to pay in advance because they’ve never
scen one before, but would be happy to order
one for you.

The bottom line is quite simple. If you're
fooking for an affordable, fun and easy to ride
tanderm to introduce the joys of tandem recum-
bency — there’s no better choice than the Sun
EZ Tandemn, What's not to like about that? €

 AoNNow accepTs
Pay?’ai Payments
Vss:t our websﬂe at .

wwwqecumbe:n'gcyqllgtnew§.c@m';ﬁ
and dlick on “PayPal” for more info:

ZACH KAPLAN
CYCLES

High Performance Recumbentis
for Transporiation

Fairings + Suspension - Lighting systems
Pedal systems - Excellent Tyre selection
Wide-range gearing

Bacchetta - Burley - Challenge
Greenspeed - Easy Racers - HRANS
HP Velotechnik - ICE

Telephone: 510-522-BENT (2368}
1518 Buena Vista Ave.
Alameda, CA 84501 USA

Serving the 5F Bay Area
and mail order

E-mail: zakaplan@earthlink.net




